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Greetings members and guests! 

Hot and dry seems to be our official introduction to summer here in the Shenandoah Valley. 

While we are still above average for the year, we are dreadfully short for the month of June. 

Corn has rolled up and pasture and hay have just plain stopped growing. As I write this first 

part of the newsletter just a few days before summer solstice, I still hope for rain long before we 

celebrate Independence Day. I also hope that wherever you are as you read this newsletter, my 

hope has come to fruition for some of you.  

In the April newsletter I reported that I had submitted a grant to Shenandoah Valley Electric 

Cooperative (SVEC) through their Operation Roundup program for funds to do work on the 

cemetery lane and with any money left over, remove some all-but-dead trees.  We were 

awarded the grant and on June 3rd , I and our two other board of directors’ members were on 

hand at the cemetery to receive a check for $2,000.00 from SVEC representative Lydia Weaver. 

This will be a great help to our efforts. We also received notification from Gary Corder, Project 

Manager for Augusta County-Economic Development and Tourism, that were not awarded 

funds as a result of the $5,000.00 grant I applied for in May but were encouraged to reapply in 

2025.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dr. Connor and her noble canine Seamus returned to the cemetery on June 2nd and did some 

more work. Eight more canine alerts of potential unmarked graves. Below is a printout of the 

track Seamus followed and the locations of each alert. Two were outside the cemetery fence and 

in proximity to the one located last year outside the fence. They are marked as K9-1 and K9-2 on 

the map below. These two alert locations and the one from last year will be a priority for the 

radar to verify if Dr. Nash is able to return with that equipment in the future.   

 

I have begun to record the correlations between the canine alerts and the verified graves located 

using the ground penetrating radar. The evidence is clear that Seamus can detect two-hundred-

year-old graves! In addition to this documentation, I am resetting unmarked fieldstones found 

at the cemetery along the old fence line to mark these confirmed gravesites. I am also adding 

them to the Find A Grave database. While they don’t provide any information given that they  

are unknown, they do document the existence of a grave, and I see that as just as important. 

Below is a photo of one such stone that has been set.  



 

The stone below was also reset and was one that I found, documented, and removed during 

cleanup in 2021. It was originally found right where the GPR indicated a grave was located so I 

put that same stone right back where it belongs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

On a personal note of sorts, I have wondered for some time just how the cemetery might be 

cared for after I am too old or too dead to do it myself. My son Adam, who has been a big help 

on the cemetery work, has decided to build his house here in Dutch Hollow just up the ridge 

from our home, and but for the trees, within sight of the graveyard. He married his sweetheart 

on June 8th and while it is a comfort to know that someone will be nearby to tend to the 

cemetery, it is by far a greater comfort to know that they are close by to us. A Blessing I am 

grateful for. And maybe, just maybe, if they are so Blessed to have children, I will still be around 

to share a little about the cemetery with them.   

Because we have started construction on the house and doing a lot of the work ourselves, I have 

been remiss in uploading a lot of anything new to the website recently but fear not, I did get 

about 20 obituaries and Life in Dutch Holow files uploaded, however. Also, one additional file 

is a 48-page Hanger family research document compiled in the early 1960s by Reverand J. Lester 

Link, minister for Mt. Tabor Luteran Church from 1961-1965 which has been uploaded to the 

Misc. Research Files Module. This document was provided to me by Sam & Beth Rowe. Below 

is a little about Rev. Link which I took from the book, A Sesquicentennial History, Mount Tabor 

Lutheran Church 1839-19891.  He did all of his work the old-fashioned way, and his research 

documents were all compiled using a typewriter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Mount Tabor Historical and Anniversary Committee. A Sesquicentennial History, Mount Tabor 

Lutheran Church 1839-1989. Pp. 126-127. 

 



 

Richard Jones, a faithful member and descendant of folks buried in Dutch Hollow, emailed me 

the other day about Summerdean Schoolhouse where one of his ancestors had attended. While I 

have a fair amount of documentation on schoolhouses in the Dutch Hollow area, I did not 

realize at the time of his email that there was a Schoolhouse in Summerdean. This led to a little 

work on my part which resulted in a bigger project, a spreadsheet containing the names and 

locations of twenty-six schoolhouses just in the Riverheads District alone. All during the late 

1800s and early 1900s. Needless to say, I have found that my research heretofore has only 

scratched the surface of our schoolhouse history in the Dutch Hollow area. Many of these 

schools are found on the 1885 Hotchkiss Map, but several are not listed there. 

I plan to continue to compile information on these twenty-six schools to the extent that 

documentation can be found. I have included a little research on the McKemy Schoolhouse No. 

7 (frequently spelled McKamy) which is what I would like the complete file to look like one day 

for all the schools, but I know that many of these structures are remembered by no one, with 

little documentation in existence and 

even fewer photos. My family owned 

McKemy Schoolhouse No. 7 until this 

May. My father attended grades 1 

through 4 there from 1921 until 1926 

when it closed. A little more about 

McKemy follows. 

Ernest Hanger, Sr., my grandfather, 

purchased the schoolhouse and one 

acre in 1926 as the article at right 

describes2. Around 1943 my uncle 

Granville and his wife Elsie purchased 

the property and remodeled the 

schoolhouse into a cottage-style home 

where they raised two children. They 

sold the property to my mother and father in 1974 at which time my mother and father gave up 

38 years of renting as a sharecropper and on July 4, 1974, we moved there, celebrating two 

forms of independence if you will. I and my two sisters sold the property in May of this year to 

a wonderful person who had been renting it for several years. But for a front and back porch 

being added, the structure has the same footprint as it did when built in 1878. 

One of the goals I have is to try to compile a little about the teachers at these schools, at least the 

names, but I am not sure how successful I will be at locating information on that. I did find the 

article below of interest regarding McKemy Schoolhouse3. What I have compiled so far is the 

school’s name and number, general location, whether it is still standing or not, number of rooms 

and acreage, sale/closure date, and the person who purchased the building and land and price 

paid. The names of students attending these schools will also be listed when found. Obviously, I 

won’t find everything for all the schools but that is the overall goal.  

 
2 Newspapers.com. The Daily News Leader, Staunton, Virginia. 10 August 1926. Page 6. 
3 Newspapers.com. Staunton Spectator, Staunton, Virginia. 20 March 1908. Page 3. 



 

 

 

I have also included a picture of William 

Cooper McKemy and his wife Anna M. 

Buchanan McKemy, original donators of the 

property. They were married June 16, 1863, 

and he died in 1890 at age 59 and she in 1893 

at age 56. One could guess that this 

photograph was probably taken somewhere 

between 1870 and 1880. (Photo shared August 

2021 on Ancestry.com by Stephen Betts)  



 

The data sheet below was completed by Ann McCleary in October of 1979. She was an 

architectural historian who did a huge survey in the late 1970s through JMU and in conjunction 

with the Virginia Historical Landmarks Commission. Most if not all of her work is now 

recorded with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources. 



 

I plan to build a new module just for files on the schoolhouses when time permits. I have nine 

schoolhouses already partially researched that can be uploaded and then added to as material is 

discovered.   Some currently contain only one file, some have more. They are: Broadhead, 

Buffalo Springs, McKemy, Moffatt’s Creek, Newport, Old Providence, Stover’s, Summerdean, 

and Summit. 

In finishing out this newsletter here on the cusp of July, we are still in desperate need of rainfall. 

I would argue that this is the worst I have seen in my time, partly due to the absence of any 

precipitation, but the greater culprit in my opinion has been the many days of sunshine with 

temperatures over ninety degrees. As an example of the impact here locally, the graveyard was 

last manicured on May 29th and is still not in desperate need of being mowed. Come rain, please 

come.  

Website Updates: Members Section 

In The Library / Archives Section 

Ship Passenger Lists 1732-1754 – 15 Total 

Unpublished Documents  - 9 Total 

Published Documents – 11 Total  

Life in Dutch Hollow – 144 Total  

Obituaries & Death Notices – 678 (Still several hundred, thousand to go) 

Lucas-Fix Private Collection 109 Total 

Department of Historical Resources Augusta County Archaeological Site Surveys – 16  

DHH Cemetery Forensics, Etc. – Preliminary Findings of Ground Penetrating Radar for lower 

35 feet of Cemetery and GPS of entire cemetery – 2 

Frederich Hanger Descendants Over 200 pages of his descendants’ names with city, county, 

and state of residence when known.  

Cook-Teaford Cemetery - 2 Files 

Coming Soon:  

Elijah Jacob Hanger Private Collection (Approximately 450 files to be uploaded as time permits) 

In The Focused Research Section 

18 Files (40+ more  to be researched, formatted , and uploaded as time permits) 

The Miscellaneous Research Files module now contains 39 files. There are over 350 files 

contained within those 37 files. Please use them. All of that work is for your benefit. Take 

advantage of it! 

 

 



 

To close out this month’s newsletter I thought I would share a snippet from the last will and 

testament of George S. Wolff that Jim Liptrap apparently stumbled across when he was 

researching information for his book on the Liptrap family some years ago. As far as I know 

neither named men were any relation to Jim or anyone else that I know. Funny to read 

now….maybe not so much back then if you were the son-in-law, Charles W. Wensel.  

 

 

 

 

 

Until next month, Blessings & Happy Trails.   

 

Glenn Hanger     

 President, Dutch Hollow Hanger Cemetery 


