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Hello and greetings to all! 

Being on the cusp of 2025, I wish each of you a happy New Year. It truly is my hope that the 

new year is filled with joy and good health for everyone. I also hope you had a wonderful 

Christmas, filled with the joy of the season. 

As for the weather here, Cold and then some. December was a below average temperature 

month, and the wind seemed to blow about every day. I can always tell just how warm it has 

not been when I look at my wood pile. For members in the mid-west and Great Lakes region, I 

know, I don’t know how good I have it.  

The Value of Research, or Just Snooping Around 

Through the last of November and most of December when time permitted, I was committed to 

gathering all of the information on The Valley Railroad section of the Baltimore and Ohio that 

ran from Harrisonburg to Lexington, Virginia. It’s the same railroad that utilized the stone 

bridge featured in last month’s newsletter. I was searching the records of The National Archives 

for railroad valuation maps and stumbled upon the map below. It is dated 1825 and was drawn 

by Claudius Crozet, who was the well-known civil engineer who oversaw the construction of 

the Blue Ridge Tunnel in the 1850s. It is the oldest Augusta County map found by me to date 

which has the names of residents listed on the map. This particular map is titled The Road From 

Staunton to Callahan and has absolutely nothing to do with railroads. The Callahan on the map is 

the one in Allegheny County near Clifton Forge. Crozet even lists the miles from start to finish. 

What caught my eye about this particular map was the name Hanger, shown as a resident on 

the Deerfield Road. It was the first I knew of a Hanger living out there in an area that was still 

very much a wilderness in 1825.  

I have not determined which Hanger it was, but if identified, a big gap in the migration timeline 

from Augusta County to points west could get filled in. A large number of Hanger’s went west 

in the early 1800s, a disproportionate number in my opinion, and settled in the Upper 

Mississippi and Ohio Valleys, 

with a few continuing on to 

the Great Plains with still 

some going on to points west 

of the great divide. Almost all 

of them show up out there on 

records as farmers, 

merchants, and business 

owners. And then again, 

maybe this particular Hanger 

just stayed right here in 

Virginia.  



 

 

Laws governing Private Cemeteries in Virginia 

One of our members, David McKaskey, who I was privileged to work with when he served as 

Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for Augusta County way back in the day, sent me an 

article several months ago that I thought would be of interest to others. So many of us use 

graveyard records and as an extension of that research, actually visit the burials places of those 

we research. Many of these are on private property. So just what are the laws of Virginia 

governing the rights of those that wish to visit and of those that own the property? And are 

there legal assurances that even if we don’t visit, our loved ones’ graves will be preserved? I 

have attached below the full article that Dave sent me. It was authored by Ernest W. Porta, Jr. 

and I have included the full article which includes his bio.1 Thank you, Dave and thanks to Mr. 

Porta for publishing this important information.  

If you have time, take a look at the endnotes associated with the research Mr. Porta did for the 

article, particularly number 7. If anyone knows of a private cemetery in Virginia and would like 

to have the location recorded with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) let me 

know and I will get the information from you and see that it gets recorded if it has not been. It 

can be as small as one grave and still be recorded.  

The scans for the attached article are a little wavy and I apologize for that, but I think they are 

legible.  

 
1 Porta, Jr. E. W. (December 2023) Private Cemeteries in Virginia: The Law of Ownership, Maintenance, and Access. Virginia 

Lawyer, Volume 72. Pages 29-32. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



The Good Ole Days 

It seems like something is always catching my eye when I am trying to locate information on 

something, and it never is the something I am trying to locate. I get distracted and by the time I 

realize that I have got to get back on task, it is time to hit the hay. That scenario played out once 

again when I located a Staunton newspaper article in The Valley Virginian, written by the owners 

of The Valley Virginian, about The Valley Virginian while I was searching for something else. 

After reading it, and after what seems like enduring a lifetime of political bickering and 

negative news over the last few years, 

especially as of late,  it was just a 

refreshing read. I have included the 

article2 as well as a page from the Library 

of Congress, Chronicling America3, which 

provides an all-you-want-to-know 

account of The Valley Virginian 

Newspaper.  I believe I have left the links 

active so you can check other aspects of 

the page out and get off task all by 

yourself! 

If you do decide to look over the Library 

of Congress page, take a look at what 

Samuel Yost did for Staunton while 

owner of the newspaper. I am referring 

to the column he began writing 

captioned The Suffering Poor. The 

newspaper was also known for including 

poetry in just about every issue. I have 

attached one such poem below that I 

picked from the Staunton Spectator, 

another Staunton newspaper during the 

same period4.  I think after you read it 

you might just agree with me - Those 

were the good ole days as newspapers 

go.  

For me, if it doesn’t start out with “Roses 

are red, Violets are Blue………..” then I 

have probably never read it, (or want to) 

but boy, this poem got my attention. I 

think this might just affect my New 

Year’s resolution. 

The Valley Virginian article is below. 

 
2 Newspapers.com. The Valley Virginian, Staunton, Virginia. 7 April 1870. Page 2. 
3 Library of Congress. Chronicling America. Historic American Newspapers. About The Valley Virginia. Retrieved 12-24-24. 

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84024707/ 
4 Newspapers.com. The Staunton Spectator, Staunton, Virginia. 25 January 1870. Page 1.  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

About The Valley Virginian. [volume] (Staunton, Va.) 1865-1895 
Staunton, Va. (1865-1895) 
Browse Issues | About | Libraries that Have It | MARC Record 
Title: 

The Valley Virginian. [volume] : (Staunton, Va.) 1865-1895 

Place of publication: 

Staunton, Va. 

Geographic coverage: 

• Clifton Forge, Virginia  |  View more titles from this: City State 

• Staunton, Virginia  |  View more titles from this: City State 
Publisher: 

A.M. Garber, Jr. 

Dates of publication: 

1865-1895 

Description: 

• Ceased in 1895? 

• Vol. [1], no. [1] (Nov. 29, 1865)- ; old ser. v.26, no. 4 = new ser. v.1, no. 1- 

Frequency: 

Weekly 

Language: 

• English 

Subjects: 

• Clifton Forge (Va.)--Newspapers. 

• Staunton (Va.)--Newspapers. 

• Virginia--Clifton Forge.--fast--(OCoLC)fst01222281 

• Virginia--Staunton.--fast--(OCoLC)fst01204696 

Notes: 

• Also issued on microfilm from Bell & Howell, Micro Photo Div. 

• Published at Clifton Forge, Va., May 14, 1891-1895? Cf. Cappon, L.J. Va. newspapers. 

• Publisher varies: A.M. Garber, Jr., J. Richard Crockwell, (July 11, 1866)- ; J.R. Crockwell, Jan. 6, 1868- <Mar.> 1869 ; 
Stoneburner & Co., <Apr. 29>, 1869- Aug. 25, 1870 ; Stoneburner & Pemberton, Sept. 1- Nov. 24, 1870; S.M. Yost, Dec. 8, 
1870- Oct. 1,1874; S.M. Yost & Son, <1876> ; Clifton Forge Pub. Co., May 14, 1891-Nov. 17, 1892 ; Taylor and 
Eichelberger, Nov. 24, 1892-Mar. 30, 1893 ; D.S. Eichelberger, Apr. 6, 1893-Jan. 25, 1894 Eichelberger & Walton, Feb. 1, 
1894 ; N.A. Walton & W.C.C. Vanneman, Feb. 8, 1894- 

Related Links: 

• http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00014074 
Holdings: 

 View complete holdings information 
View 

 First Issue  Last Issue 
 
The Valley Virginian. [volume] January 17, 1866 , Image 1 

Browse: 

Calendar View 
All front pages 
First Issue  |  Last Issue 
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The Valley Virginian 

Staunton, located in western Virginia about sixty miles north of Lynchburg, served as an army depot, commissary post, and training camp for 
the Confederacy for much of the Civil War with Confederate generals Stonewall Jackson and Jubal Early encamped there at some point during 
the war. In 1864, though, the Union army broke the Confederate hold on Staunton and laid "waste to much of the town and miles of nearby 
railroad track." It was in the war's aftermath that The Valley Virginian began publication in Staunton on November 29, 1865. 
Circulated every Wednesday by Alexander Menzies Garber, Jr. on the third floor of the Burwell building at Main and New Streets, The Valley 
Virginian was Staunton's lone Republican newspaper. While the city's population was only about 6,000 to 7,000 from 1860 into the 1890s, 
Staunton produced an impressive array of newspaper publications along with The Valley Virginian, including the Staunton 
Spectator and Staunton Vindicator, among others. Staunton was not a large city, but it was located at the crossroads of several railroads and 
home to the Standard Iron Works, several educational institutions, the Western Lunatic Asylum and the Virginia Institution for the Deaf, 
Dumb and Blind (now called the Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind), which might explain its prodigious press history. 
Early in its life, the Virginian devoted ample copy reminiscing about the war and included reports from other newspapers like the Richmond 
Wig and the Richmond Enquirer. It also provided political news out of Washington, local news, poetry, advertisements, real estate 
announcements, railroad news, and listed local marriages and deaths. From November 6 to December 18, 1867, Garber, a University of 
Virginia graduate and Confederate war veteran, partnered with J. R. Crockwell, who had established the Covington Times, to produce The 
Valley Virginian. In April 1869, Stoneburner and Co. took over the paper. "There are three journals published in Staunton," explained the new 
owner in the April 29, 1869 issue, "we would like to make the Virginian different from all others—more original—more domestic, and less a 
partisan paper." 
On December 8, 1870, Samuel M. Yost, who ran the paper longer than anyone before or after him, became proprietor of the Virginian. In 
January 1877, Yost began publishing a column titled, "The Suffering Poor" about the problem of poverty in Staunton. "It may not be known to 
many of our readers," he wrote on January 11, 1877, "that actual want exists in our little city. It may not be pleasant for them to be told of it, 
but such is the harsh, disagreeable fact." He called for systematic relief to feed Staunton's hungry and printed examples of the struggles 
experienced by the town's less prosperous residents. Thanks to Yost's editorials in the Virginian, a free lunch-house opened during one of 
Staunton's harshest winters, sustaining many local families in need. 
During its time, The Valley Virginian had the highest circulation of any paper in Staunton, with about 1,800–2,500 subscribers. The last issue 
published in Staunton came out on April 23, 1891 and the Virginian ceased publication until May 14, when it picked up again, somewhat 
mysteriously, in the much smaller town of Clifton Forge, about sixty miles southwest of Staunton. "The changes of location, in this instance 
and under the conditions of the change," Yost explained, "imply a modification of the policy of the Virginian in a political sense." It went on to 
say that it would aim to bring together "the energies and the co-operation of all classes of the people, whether Democrats, Republicans, 
Alliance men or Mugwumps." After Yost left the paper in May 1892, The Valley Virginian had several different publishers before ceasing 
altogether sometime in 1895. 
Provided by: Library of Virginia; Richmond, VA 

 

Some Final Thoughts 

A couple of housekeeping matters: 

I hope that the newsletter and care of the cemetery are worthy of your time and interest and if 

so, I hope you choose to renew your membership when it is time. If there is some reason that 

you won’t, and I can address that issue because of something I have or have not done to your 

liking please let me know. I will do my best to make things right. Your membership is 

important, and the contributions are much needed. 

Don’t forget to log on to the website when you visit it. That is the only way you can access the 

files, the hundreds of files, that have been uploaded to the site. Just as an example, there are 793 

obituaries uploaded and at your fingertips as of this newsletter’s mailing. And as you can see by 

the enumerations at the bottom of each newsletter, most categories grow in file size each month.  

No jokes to end out the newsletter this month. It’s a new year! 
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Website Updates: Members Section 

In The Library / Archives Section 

Ship Passenger Lists 1732-1754 – 15 Total 

Unpublished Documents  - 9 Total 

Published Documents – 11 Total  

Life in Dutch Hollow – 163 Total  

Obituaries & Death Notices – 793 (Still several hundred, thousand to go) 

Lucas-Fix Private Collection 109 Total 

Department of Historical Resources Augusta County Archaeological Site Surveys – 16  

Deed Histories – Dutch Hollow - 5 

DHH Cemetery Forensics, Etc. – Preliminary Findings of Ground Penetrating Radar for lower 

35 feet of Cemetery and GPS of entire cemetery – 2 

Frederich Hanger Descendants Over 200 pages of his descendants’ names with city, county, 

and state of residence when known.  

Cook-Teaford Cemetery - 2 Files 

Schoolhouses-Augusta Co. – 1800s - 14 

Coming Soon:  

Elijah Jacob Hanger Private Collection (Approximately 450 files to be uploaded as time permits) 

In The Focused Research Section 

18 Files (40+ more  to be researched, formatted , and uploaded as time permits) 

The Miscellaneous Research Files module now contains 39 files. There are over 350 files 

contained within those 37 files. Please use them. All of that work is for your benefit and was 

done with you in mind. Take advantage of it! By the same token, let me know what you would 

like to see changed or added and I will do my best to accommodate. 

 

 

Until next month, Blessings, Happy Trails, and Happy New Year.   

Glenn Hanger     

 President, Dutch Hollow Hanger Cemetery 

 


