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Greetings and happy springtime. Most of the folks I have talked to or emailed since the last 

newsletter went out have one thing in common with each other and with me, the pleasure of 

getting outside and enjoying the warm days, whether it be a must do project or just working in 

the flower bed or getting the garden planting under way. Oh I know, some of us will be 

complaining about the heat and the drought in another sixty days, but this year, every time I get 

ready to moan and groan about the heat, I am going to think back to this past winter and try to 

smile instead of grimace. I’ll let you know how that works out.  

Hitt-Greene Cemetery 

I knew very little about Hitt-Greene Cemetery until about six months ago. Translated, that 

means I had heard of it a while back and six months ago I figured out where it was located. I 

have grown much more familiar with it since the last week of March, pleasantly so I might add. 

One of our newest 

members, Martha 

Earhart, and I had 

gotten together on 

another project the 

first of March or so 

and had gone by 

Hitt-Greene 

Cemetery and we 

both had discussed 

the possibility of 

cleaning it up a 

little. It is situated 

in a crop field near 

Lofton, Virginia. 

Lofton has never 

been much more 

than a whistle stop,  

first for the 

Shenandoah Valley 

Railroad and later 

the Norfolk & Western Railroad. The whistle stop (and passenger service on the line) is gone 

and now Lofton is just a quiet and peaceful place in Augusta County to live, farm, and raise a 

family. 

 

Hitt-Greene 

Cemetery 



We knew that landowner or tenant permission was necessary, and we both knew who that was, 

so we made a rough plan with no firm start date in mind. And then I got a call from Courtney 

Earhart who informed me that he was traveling back from his home in Oklahoma to Augusta 

County to attend  funeral. In case you don’t recall, Courtney was featured in the February 2026 

issue of The Headstone when I shared the research he and I had done on the Buffalo Gap 

Cemetery. Courtney is Martha Earhart’s stepson, and Martha’s ancestors are buried at Hitt-

Greene Cemetery, so that is how all of that fits together. We got in touch with Mike Shull, who 

rents the farm where the cemetery is located. He not only gave us the thumbs up to proceed, but 

allowed us to drive through his alfalfa field to get to it and also told us if we just piled the brush 

that he would use his equipment to move it to a pile site in the woods. Mike serves on the 

Augusta County Board of Supervisors for the Riverheads District and has an appreciation for 

History.  

As it turned out, Martha, Courtney, and I all attended the same funeral and it was during the 

fellowship time afterwards that we firmed up our plan, which has a little twist. I had previously 

talked with Bob Jolley, State Archaeologist with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 

about doing several cemetery surveys. We had actually scheduled Bell Cemetery in Mount 

Sidney on two previous occasions but had gotten snowed out both times. So, with Bell 

Cemetery having been scheduled for March 24th, I asked Bob if we could add Hitt-Greene and 

Shultz Cemetery near Spottswood to the day and he agreed. 

Below is a photo taken on that March 24 day and as you can see, Hitt-Greene was quite the 

overgrown mess even before this year’s growing season had gotten underway.  

                Bob Jolley attempting to photograph one of the broken stones at Hitt-Greene Cemetery March 24, 2026 



  

The rocks seen piled were never part of the grave marking process. They were once columns 

that had been constructed at each corner of the cemetery and in between each corner all the way 

around the perimeter to support what originally were probably wooden rails. The rails had 

rotted and the columns had long since collapsed, probably due to tree limbs falling, and after 

closer inspection, the collapsing columns appeared to be the cause of several stones being 

broken. Folks had since that collapse put in tee-posts and old well pipe to keep the livestock out.  

The following day, March 25th, Martha, her husband Kenneth (Courtney’s Dad), Courney, I, and 

Doug Fravel, another distant 

relative of those buried there, 

arrived at 0900 and went to work 

with bladed weed eaters, 

chainsaws, pitchforks, and rakes 

and in about three hours we had 

made a good dent in those briars. 

  We decided to return on March 

30th and do a little more. So close 

to completion at the end of that 

work session, we returned on the 

31st and finished about all we felt 

could be done. The photos below 

document the progression.  

                  Here Courtney is working on raising the footstones to the original height 



 

            Several of the headstones needed a lot of repair 

                         The headstone for the grave of Aldridge Ashton Greene repaired and back in place 



 

 

                     Headstone for Dr. Nimrod Milton Hitt - Does the motif symbolize his widow grieving at his monument? 

             Finished, except for a final cleaning with D2 Biological Solution once the epoxy completely sets up in a few days 



The Hitt-Greene Cemetery is in the Find A Grave database so feel free to explore this cemetery 

further there, but I did want to share a little on one of the men buried in this cemetery. Nimrod 

Milton Greene. Not to be confused with his mother’s brother, Nimrod Milton Hitt. The 

following is from research that Martha Earhart, Nimrod’s great, great granddaughter, has 

compiled during her years of research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

What made me choose to share more about Nimrod Milton Greene is the fact that not very often 

do you get to go to a neglected and all but abandoned cemetery and work with the descendants 

of those buried there, but I got to do that at Hitt-Greene Cemetery. And not very often do those 

same descendants have research that makes an otherwise silent story of the grave sort of come 

to life, but I got to do that at Hitt-Greene Cemetery. And not very often do photos exist that put 

a face with a name and an object with a story but I got to do that too. Here’s how that went. 

As it turns out, Doug Fravel, Nimrod Greene’s great, great grandson, said that he had the cap 

and ball pistol and holster that Nimrod carried during the war which I could look at and 

photograph. Then he said he had a painting of Nimrod wearing the holstered pistol during the 

Civil War which I could look at and photograph. And seeing that this was one of those “not 

very often” moments, I took Doug up on his offer. If a picture is worth a thousand words, there 

is no need for me to keep typing.   

 

      Some members of the Black Horse Brigade. Nimrod Milton Greene is mounted with the holstered pistol on his side 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Martha and her husband for allowing me to be a small part of this project, thanks to 

Doug who shared with me what some would not have, and thanks to Courtney for his help and 

friendship. And about Courtney’s help. The photo below and left is Nimrod Milton Greene’s 

headstone as it was found. Courtney managed to locate and dig up the two pieces stacked in 

front. And the next several photos are of the tall skinny parts in Courtney’s dad’s shop where 

Courtney had to take the three pieces to put it back together.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the next-to-last photo below is Nimrod’s headstone after it was reinstalled once again right 

where it belongs. As you can see, Courtney did a great job.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                        Nimrod M. Greene Died Feb. 21, 1882 Aged 54 yrs. 6 mo. 20 days ( b. 1 August 1827) 



Middlebrook Cemetery Update 

The Augusta County School Board came through just as they told me they would. The 

Middlebrook Cemetery, retained by the Riverheads School Board in 1912 when they sold the lot 

that was attached to the cemetery where the church once stood, designated the cemetery as 

surplus property by virtue of passing a resolution on March 5,  2026. I have already talked to my 

Board of Supervisor member and the County Administrator and they plan to vote to take legal 

title to the property probably in their board meeting at the end of the month. The resolution is 

below and I will keep you posted.  

RESOLUTION OF 

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF THE COUNTY OF AUGUSTA, VIRGINIA 

DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS 

AND AUTHORIZING ITS CONVEYANCE 

TO THE COUNTY OF AUGUSTA 

WHEREAS, the School Board of the County of Augusta, Virginia (“School 

Board”), currently owns certain real estate (“Property”) designated as tax map number 72- 

59 and located in Middlebrook, Virginia, which graveyard was reserved to the members of 

the Riverheads School Board from the conveyance of the lot to N.F. Cross in a deed dated 

January 25, 1912; 

WHEREAS, the School Board no longer has a need for the Property for the specific 

educational and programmatic needs identified and anticipated by the School Board; 

WHEREAS, after careful and due consideration of the future educational needs of 

the students of the Augusta County Public Schools and after careful evaluation of the best 

and most economically sound use of school facilities, the School Board finds that as of 

March 5, 2026, it no longer has use for the Property; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the School Board determines, for 

the reasons identified in this resolution, that as of March 5, 2026, it no longer has use for 

the Property and declares it and all of its rights, title and interest in the Property surplus as 

of that date pursuant to Virginia Code § 22.1-129; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of the School Board is authorized 

and directed to execute this resolution; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of the School Board and the Division 



Superintendent of Schools are hereby authorized and directed to execute such further 

documents, including without limitation, deeds, affidavits, certificates and other 

instruments, and take such other actions, as are necessary or convenient to convey title to 

the Property to the County of Augusta, Virginia; and 

Passed this 5th day of March 2026, by the School Board of Augusta County, 

Virginia. 

___________________________________ 

________________, Chair 

Attest: 

___________________________________ 

 

ACGS Planned Programs 

 

Date: May 20, 2026 Time: 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 

Location: Augusta County Library-Lower Level Room, 

1759 Jefferson Hwy, Fishersville, VA 22939, USA 

May Membership Meeting 

About the event "ANCESTRY DNA-UNDERSTANDING 

YOUR MATCHES" 

 

Date: June 17, 2026 Time: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Location: Augusta County Library-Lower Level Room, 

1759 Jefferson Hwy, Fishersville, VA 22939, USA 

May Membership Meeting 

Topic: "What's a Glebe?" 

Speaker: Nancy Sorrells, Local Historian & Author 

 

Dates: August 28, 2026 to August 29, 2026Time: 08:00 AM to 

05:00 PM 

Location: Middlebrook Village Road & Cherry Grove Road, 

Middlebrook, Virginia 24459 

2nd Annual Middlebrook Horse Drawn Heritage Days 

About the Event: “Chuckwagon Dinner, Horse Drawn 

Vehicles and Farm Implement Display, Chuckwagon, 

Historical Presentations and more.” 



Website Updates: Members Section 

Life Members 
Al Wilkerson, In Memoriam 2025    Glenn Hanger 2025    Crim Lotts 2025 

Michael Clinebell 2025   Ted Harrison 2026 

In The Library / Archives Section 

Ship Passenger Lists 1732-1754 – 15 Total 

Unpublished Documents  - 9 Total 

Published Documents – 11 Total  

Life in Dutch Hollow – 212 Total  

Obituaries & Death Notices – 1200 Total (Still several hundred, thousand to go) 

Lucas-Fix Private Collection 109 Total 

Department of Historical Resources Augusta County Archaeological Site Surveys – 16  

Deed Histories – Dutch Hollow - 5 

DHH Cemetery Forensics, Etc. – Preliminary Findings of Ground Penetrating Radar for lower 

35 feet of Cemetery and GPS of entire cemetery – 2 

Frederich Hanger Descendants Over 200 pages of his descendants’ names with city, county, 

and state of residence when known. Roughly 8,000 names. 

Cook-Teaford Cemetery - 2 Files 

Schoolhouses-Augusta Co. – 1800s – 39 

Marriages - 146 

Coming Soon:  

Elijah Jacob Hanger Private Collection (Approximately 450 files to be uploaded as time permits) 

In The Focused Research Section 

18 Files (40+ more  to be researched, formatted , and uploaded as time permits) 

The Miscellaneous Research Files module now contains 52 folders. There are over 350 files 

contained within those 52 folders. Please use them. All of that work is for your benefit and was 

done with you in mind. Take advantage of it! By the same token, let me know what you would 

like to see changed or added and I will do my best to accommodate. 

Until next month, Blessings, Have a Blessed Memorial Day, and Happy Trails,   

Glenn Hanger     

 President, Dutch Hollow Hanger Cemetery 


